 

During the 2006 Elections we thank our Candidates: Jim Haldeman, Karen Salvatore, Malcolm MacKenzie, Andrew Bilodeau, Bill White, Randal Brown, Jack Fay and Eric Creamer who raised over $40,000 and worked very hard going door to door campaigning.  As part of my commitment as Chairman in getting the SKGOP “off the ground” my family donated over $5,000 to candidates and the SKGOP during the 2005-2006 term.

The SKGOP over a two year period worked to raise a record $11,000+ (4 times more than any previous SKGOP) in support of candidates and for the first time ever hired a fundraising consultant that raised approximately $1,100 with expenses of approximately $700.  All financial details are on the Board of Election website. The following are notables during 2006:
1. Business to Business Expo at Ryan Center
· First time ever SKGOP purchased booth along with SKGOP banner.
· Great feeedback from both local and statewide candidates.
· Andrew Bilodeau donated his company's Professional booth with Sean O'Donnell handling logistics.
2. Governor Carcieri's Main Street Wakefield visit
· SKGOP, Sean O'Donnell, Jim Haldeman, etc responded immediately to the Governor's staff request to introduce the Governor to local businesses.  Event covered in Narragansett Times.
3. SKGOP increased membership.
· During 2006 membership hit 60 people which is the highest in the history of the SKGOP..
· Bylaws changed to increase membership limit from 50 to 75 since more people are asking to join the SKGOP.
· Bylaws changed for number of required meetings to go from twelve to eight per year. Request made to eliminate July, August and December meeting.  
· Changing bylaws is challenging and this was a big success.
4. SKGOP join Historic Main St. Wakefield Business Preservation group
· During block party, SKGOP created festive environment to support candidates with bails of hay, cornstalks, pumpkins etc.  Secretary of State Candidate Sue Stenhouse said this was one of the highlights of her election campaign.
5. SKGOP Monthly Meetings.
· Continued with the average of 40 people per SKGOP meeting at Casey's restaurant.  This made the SKGOP meetings the largest active committee in the state of Rhode Island.
· As Chairman, delivered formal written agenda’s at each meeting and actively contacted people in effort to grow support for SKGOP.
6. Election Day Coverage
· The SKGOP supported Senator Chafee, Governor Carcieri and all Republican Candidates with our first ever GOTV effort as pollwatchers in South Kingstown.
· Our committee helped to attain 100% coverage of all of the polls from 6:30am to 6pm.
· Town Clerk acknowledged "front line" support during the 2006 elections as pollworkers (ie Clerk) for the town.
7. SK Financial Town Meeting Coverage.
· SKGOP supported FTM with volunteers.
8. Charities
· SKGOP supported Katrina relief fund, Children Toy Drives, SK Cares "Spelling Bee" contribution in support of our schools, Boy Scouts.
· Our SKGOP members individually provide much support to our community in many forms.
 
